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ADVERTISMENT. 


Lo | 'HE folemn PP PL of the Day were conduG- 


ed in the following order, 


The Rev. Mr. BarTLET, of Topſham, opened them 
with an introductory Prayer, and read the Scriptures. 


The Rev. Mr. Beaxv, of Crediton, prayed. 
The Rev. Mr. Wricur, of Briſtol, preached. 


The Rev. Mr. Warp, a Taunton, after the deli-_ 
very of His Diſcourſe, and Mr, Smirn's Declaration, 


prayed over him, with the Impoſition of the Hands of 
{ome of the Miniſters preſent. 


The "ry Mr. TouLtN, of Taunton, delivered PO 
Charge. 


The Rey. Mr. Hocs, of Exeter, concluded with 
Prayer. | 
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The Regards of Chriſtians to their Miniſters, © 
founded on their Office and Charatler. 
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( PREACHED AT THE 


ORDINATION 


Rev. ISAAC SMITH. 


F ara, nd i 2 . We D | n , 


At SipmouTn, Devon, ] UNE 24th. 177 5. 


By THOMAS WRIGH T. 
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1 THESS. v. 12, 13: 


And we beſeech you, Brethren, to know them 
witch labour among you, and are over youu 
m the Lord, and admoniſh you; and to 
efleem them very highly in Love for their 
Work's Sake. And be at peace among your- 
ſelves. 
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ROTESTANT diſſenting Miniſters make no 

| pretenſions to a power of communicating mini- 
ſterial gifts and graces. Thsy are fully ſatisfied that 
qualifications of this nature are the gift of Gov; be- 
ſtowed, not as they were in the days of the Apoitles, 
in an inſtanianeous manner by the miraculous ope- 
ration of the Holy Ghoſt, but gradually in the courſe 
_ of his providence under the ordinary influences of 
his ſpirit, by which he furniſheth men with natural 
abilities, aifordeth them means of improvment, ſuc- 


ceedeth their ſtudies, and diſpoſeth them to engage in 
the ſacred office. 


! Neither do they aſſume authority, to inveſt any | 
with a right of exerciſing the miniſtry, Whoever is 


qualiked 


qualified and inclined, has a commiſſion to preach, 
the Goſpel, from him who only can give one. And. 
when a ſociety of chriſtians invite ſuch a perſon to 
j | be their miniſter, and he conſents, no power on earth 
| can juſtly exclude him from that charaQer: nor is | 
any thing more, eſſentially neceſſary to his perform- 
ing all the duties of 11.* EN gerbe oe? 


i} (3) 


they uſe Impoſtion of hands in ordaining miniſters, they 
do it in compliance with ancient cuſiom; .an1 generally repre- 
Tent its deſign to be, to d,ſtinguiſh. the perſons, who are d-voting 
themſelves to the miniſtry, from others. — But as it is evident 
there 1s no occaſion to point them out hy it to God, and the ce- 
remony 1s uſed during prayer; nor inJ-ed to men; for they 
arc ſufhiciently. diſtinguiſhed by other circumftances in the ſer- 
vice—As in moſt, if not all, the places where we read of it in_ 


| 
| 
+ 
| 
| 
| 
if * As they communicate no ſpiritual gifts or powers, ſo if 


F the New Teſtament, there was ſomething extraordinary, ſome 
p divine direQion or gift ; particularly 1, Tix. iv. 14. Negle# 
} not the gift which was given thee by promiſe , with the laying on of the hands, 
þ of the Preſbytery. which 1s the ouly place where the Preſbytery 1S 
f repreſented laying on hands in ordination—And fince the gene- 
k rality who uſe this ceremony at preſent, profeſs to communi- 
| 


cate very great gifts and powers, even the Holy Ghoſt, with au- 
thority to abſolve men from fins which all diſſenters look upon not 
only as groundleſfs, but exceedingly dangerous—and, hnally, as_ 
it is well known, that the Idea of ſomething extraordinary and 
peculiarly ſacred is generally conneRed ,with this ceremony in 
i the minds of common chriſtians : ſeveral think it moſt prud-nt 
to loy it intirely aſide ; as every thing, not enjoined by divine. 
authority, certainly ſhould be, if it become the means of. coun- * 
| tenancing ſuperſtition, or producing any bad effeAs, or if it can- 
| - gt, longer be uſed with propriety, On: ſuch accounts; ſeveral 
| religious ceremonies praQiſed in the apoſtolic and ſucceeding, 
| ; Col PP. bog WS ALTEDS 6 "Ages, 
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'To what. cools then, it may be aſked. iS Ordins 
tion? Do you praQliſe it mere'y._ in compliance wich. 
cuſtom? By no means! When properly condcuQed, 
it has a tendency to promote a moſt valuable purpoſes, 
both to, miniſters and people; aS 1t 15 a VIrtu: al aC- - 
knowledgment of their mutual engagements, before, 
many witneſſes —atiords thr brethren an oppor:uni-, 
ty of deſcribing their reciprocal duties, and prefſing . 
a ſenſe of the j IMPOrtance of them upon their hearts ; 
as well as of joiving in earneſ} ſupplications To) the 
Gov of all grace, to render them bleflings to each other. 


F - 


Thi part of this ſeryice which naturally devolves 
upon me, is chiefly to point out, and recommend.the_ 
principal duties of chriſtians towards their miniſters, _ 
If the diſtance of my ſtated reſidence ſhould prevent, . 
me from infiſting upon what might be peculiarly 
ſaitable to the tate of this church, and inforcing it: — 


ages, are now, diſuſed by the generality of chriſtians; as ſaluting 
one another in their places of worſhip with an holy kiſs; and anointing the 
fick with oil, The former of which is frequently inculcated by St. 
Paul in Rom. 16. 416.1 Cor. 16. 20. &c. &c. And the latter by 
St* James, 5+. 14. 1s any man ſick let him ſend for the Elders of the 
church, and let them pray for him anointmgh.mWwith oil in the name of tht 
Lord-&c. Now if chriſtians can drop, without concern, ulages,.. 

| which were, not only praQtiſed by the primitive chriſtians, but | 
aQually required by the apoſtles, becauſe they cannot be vbſerv- 
ed with decency- or propriety, why ſhould they be ſolicitous 
about, ceremonies, far. which they have no command at all, and : 
which tend. to inſpire. wrong ſentiments; of religion,, and age, 
made uſe of to ſupport ſuperſtition ir in a very high degree ! 
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the influence of intimate friendſhip ; it will likewiſe 
preſerve me, from the juſt ſuſpicion of intended cen- 
ſure, and intereſted views. And indeed I truſt no eſ- 
ſential diretion will be omited, as I am convinced, 
no motive will be wanting, if I can properly iVuſtrate. 
this exhoriation, which the great Apoſtle of the Gen-. 
tiles, with Silvanus and Timotheus gave the church | 
at Thefſalonica, which they had planted and highly 
eſteemed ; which they gloried in, and hoped to have 


for a crown of re oicing At va appearance of gauvs | 
CarisT! 


We beſeech you brethren, to know them who labour among 
you and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you ; 


and to efteem them very highly im love for their work $ jars 
And be at peace among yourſelves... 


'In diſcourſing from theſe words 7 ſhall mdixece? 


| to repreſent to you very briefly, in the 


I. place, the Titles and Office of the ſtated Miniſters | 
of the Chriſtian Church, anduo illuſtrate the pariicular 
account here given of their work; with a view1n the | 


II. To explain, and inforce by ſuch motives as ariſe 
from their charaRer and office, the temper and con- | 
du& of their people toward them, implied in knows . 


. tng and efleeming tem very haghly in love. May the 


divine bleſling render theſe meditations, conducive to | 
our cdification in love and univerſal holinels.! 


Nj 11 ) 


work, as well as {ſeveral other circumſtances obſervable 
in the context, ſhews, that the paſſage relates to the 


\ ſtated munaſters of religion among the Theſfalonians, 


and affords a proper occafion, to enquire into the ti» 
tles and office of the ſettled miniſters of the chriſtian 
church, as appointed by Cuts and his Apoſtles. Now 
the {tated miniſters or officers in the primitive church, 
undeiſtanding the words in their greateſt extent, were 
Biſhops and Deacons. Thus we find the Epiſtle to the 
Philippians addrefled to the Saznis (or body of com» 
mon chriſtians) with the Biſhops and Deacons, who 
- together conſtituted the whole church. Bur in our 


text, I apprehend, we are to underſtand chiefly if not 


ſolely, the former, or Biſhops; perſons who laboured 


n the word and dofrme; the latter- or Deacons being 
appointed to take care of the temporal affairs of the 


church, as you may ſee, Afts vi. Andif at any time 


they are found preaching the goſpel, it is by virtue of ' 
another charaQter they ſuſtained ; thus Philip, having 


ſerved the office of a Deacon in the church at Jeru- 


ſalem, obtained a higher degree, and became an Evan= 


geliſt, or an afſiflant of the Apoſtles in preaching the 
goſpel in the world. (Ads xxi. 8.) 


Theſe miniſters are mentioned in ſcripture by differ- 
ent names and tiles. Sometimes they are called Preſ- 


byters or Elders from their age; . perſons of years, on 
the firſt planting of Chriſtianity, being generally cho» 


{cn 


The deſcription here given of their charater and 
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fen to the facred office. Where let it be juſt obſerved 
by the way, the pradtiſe of deriving titles of office 
from age, is not peculiar to religion. That famous. 
aſſembly the Senate of Rome, and the Senators who 
compoſed it, where ſo called from Seres old men, be- , 
cauſe at firſt it chiefly conſiſted of perſons in advanced 
life. The higheſt titles of quality ameng the French, 
Spaniards and Italians, are likewiſe taken from the. 
fame circumſtance. Nor need we go abroad for i]- 


luſtrations of this point The chief Magiſtrates in our 


Counties, in the Saxon times, were called Alder or 
Elder-men; as every one knows, the principal Magi- 
ſtrates in our cities and conſiderable corporate towns 


are at this day. 


At other times the miniſters of religion-are deſcrib- 
ed, by titles derived from their office or work, as Paſ- 
tors and Teachers, and particulary Biſhops, which in 
the original ſignifies Overſeers. But tho' their names 
and titles were different, their office and order werethe_ 
fame. Thus the perſons who are fliled Elders of the 
church of Epheſus AQs xx. 17th verſe, are in the 28th. 
verſe. called Overſeers, or Biſhops, as the original 


word ſhould have been rendered here, by out Tranſ- 


latois, as it is in all other places: the words are, from 
Miletus Paul ſent for the Elders of thechurch, and ſaid 
unto them, take heed unto your ſelves, and unto all the flock 


_ of Gov, over which the holy Ghoſt hath made you B1- 


SHOPS to Jo the church of Gov—That Elders and 
Biſhops 


oy Vy Ot 
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Biſhops were only difterent names for the ſame per- 


ſons, in the Apollle's days, appears likewiſe from 
41r. 1. 5—7, Where St. Paur ſays, I If! thee in 
Crete, that thou ſhouldejt ordain Flders in every city, as 
T had appomied t'ee: If any man be blamelcſs &e. for 
a Biſhop muſt be blame'eſs &e. Now if the office of 


a B'ſhop had been different from that of an T1der, 


there would have becn no force at all in his rea- 


foning. One could not argue from the ove, to the 


other; at leaſt from one who is ſuppoſed to be 
more excellent, to one that 1s lefs fo: 1t would be un- 


reaſonable to ſay, that becauſe ſuch a thing is necef- 


ſary to qualify a man for a high ſtation, that therefore 
it muſt be neceſſary to tt him for filling a lower one, 


The ſame truth is alſo apparent from 1. Pet. v. 4. 


wacre he exhorts the perſons, whom he had juſt be- 


fore called Elders, to feed the flock of Gov, talirg te 


overſight thereof, or as it 18 1n the original, dij/chor- 
ng the office of BiSHoys. Bur there 1s-no occalion for 
any more conliderations to ſhew that Pijhops and 


Elders, or retaining the origmal word Preſbyter, are, 


in the ſfenle of Scripture, the ſame perſon and no 


_ other than Paſtors and Teachers. { Eph. iv. 11.) 


Theſe are the munifters which the Apoſtles and 


Evangelitts, {| who were themſelves extraordinaty 


officers, deligned to continue only for a ſhort time} 
ordained, or appointed with the concurrence of the 
people, m the f=veral churches they formed; aud 


who were conſidered, for ſome hundred years, as of 


the ſame order. Of this the hiſtorians of choſe ages 
B fully 
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fully inform us, as may be ſeen by the Engliſh reader, 
in Lord Chancellor King's Inquiry ito the Conſt tult- 
0% of te primittoe Church; where he ſhews pariicu- 
larly, that for a long time, every Church, or fingle 


Congregation of C/iri/tians ® had its own P:ſhop. And: 


it 15 apparent from two paſſages of ſcripture before cit- 
ed, thatin the Apoliles' aays, ſome particular churches 
had more than one Biſhop, or they had Paſt»rs and 
Teachers, tho' we find that pretty ſoon, when there 


were two or more minifters in a church, the title of 


Biſhop was confined to, one of them, who was, in a 
peculiar ſenſe, it's Poflor, and the reſt were called 
P. eſb;ters ; but till they were confidered as of the fame 
order. The ofhce of a Dioceſan Biſhop, who has. 
authority over the Miniſters of ſeveral {ingle congre- 


gations, as far as I can ind, nas not the leaſt founda- 


tion in Scripture, or the practice of the primative times ; 
but ſ:zems to be an elied of that ſpirit of worldly power 


_ and dominion, which in procefs of time, grew upa-- 


mong Chrittans, in diret oppoſition to the humble 
Spirit and precepts of CazisT and his Apoſtles! 


Having thus conſidered the Titles and Office of the 


Rated miniſters of the primitive church, by which 


Vou 
/ 


* A Church, in thoſe days never ſignified more than one 
Congregation. When there wcre more ſocictics of Chriſtians 
in one place or country, we read of the churches of that place, 
E.G. the Churches of Galatia and of Afia, 1. Cor. xvi. 1-—19. 
This was the caſe for ſcycral Centuries, as Lord King clearly 
Proves. Ee: 


[1-4 


you may judge, who in the preſent age come neareſt 

the Scriptural model ; I proceed to illuſtrate the ac- 

count here given of their charaQter and employment, 
which are repreſented in three particulars. 


The 1ſt. is, that they labour among t"cir people. 
Many, it 1s probable, look upon the miniſtry as an ex- 


tremely eaſy profeſſion, the duties of which may be. 


diſcharged with very little care and diligence; as fome 
may poſhbly have entered upon it, with views of in- 
dulgingthemſclves in a life of o2reat indolence and plca- 
ſure. And were it's duties no other than ſuch per- 
ſons ſeem to imagine, their ſentiments and expedati- 


ons would be juſt. Had the miniſters of the goſpel 


no more to do, than embrace the prevailing notions 
of re{1gton; weekly to deliver a common-place diſ- 
courſe or two, adapted to the prejudices and paſhons 
of their hearers, and offer up a few general prayers, 
whether prepared for them by others, or ſuggeſted by 


the predominant diſpoſition of their own hearts at | 


the time, they could with no great propriety be faid to 
labour among their people, or be deſcribed, as they are 
in other places, by titles drawn from employments, 


that indicate great vigilance, care, induſtry, vigor and 


fortitude, as Shepherds, Hufſbandmen, Builders and” 


Soldiers. 
\ 


| But ifthey be careful to derive their ſentiments from 
the word of GvD, and to preach the pure doctrines of 
E2 To the 
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the Goſpel, ſree from the errors and ſup»rſlitions of 
men--lI they be to acquaint themſelves with the ſprings. 
and principles of th: human ſoul, and the means of 
aff ling them; not that they may humor men's' pre- 
judices, and gratiſy a falſe taſte, butremove their pre- 
polleflions, reftiſy their vitious inclinations and lead 
them to virue and happineſs — If they beto acquaint 
them{ſclves with the ſpiritual ſtate oftheir hearers, that 


they may be able as good ſtewards of the. houſchold 


0! 0D, to diſtribute a portion ol ſuitable food to eve- 
ry one in due ſeaſon; and to offer. up to heaven, 
petitions and thankſgivings, with energy and variety 
of thought and expreiſion, adapted to the general ſtate 
of religion, and likewiſe to the particular circum- 
fances of their people, both in public and in private, 
on ſtated and extraerdinary occalions : and it may he 
preſumed, that on a little reflexion this will be found 
to be the caſe; then every confiderate perſon inufſt 
ſoon be convinced, that great attention of mind, cloſe- 
applicationto ſtudy, and a vigorous exertion of all their 
ſpiricual powers are neceſſary, to the right diſcharge of 
the duties of their office! 


1 


They know little of the gifts and graces, neceſſary 
to prepare a man for every good work, to which tne 
miniſterial office calls him, who think that when he: 
has once finiſhed a courfe of academical ſtudies with 
tolerable diligence and fſuceeſs and laid the founda- 
tion of a chriſhan temper and life.in his foul, there 

| 18 


(1) 


15 no neceſlty for fr:quent and ſ:rions medita- 
tion on the works and word of Goy : for exerciling 
a ſirit diſcipline over his own heart, and for a careful 
inſpection into the religious circumſtances of his peo- 
ple, mord-rto qualifyh; m for an honourable and ſuc- 
ce{sful diſcharge of his duty: Or that the aQual per- 


ſormance of it Joh not require the diligent exerciſe 


of his powers both of ory and mind. 


Fhis kind of labour among their people, all faith= 
ful miniſters find indifpenſibly necceſſary ; it is well, 
if they do not find another fort of labour, or labour 


underitood of trouble and diſtreſs of mind, unavoid- 
able in the courſe of their miniftrly. I do not mean 
to 1ntimate, that the work in 1ifelf is grievous! No! 


itis pleaſant, it 18 delightfull to a lover of truth, of right- 
couſneſs and mankind! but on account of the liule. 


ſucceſs of their endeavours to build up their people in 
knowledge, love and true holineſs —of the careleſ[- 


neſs, and impenitency of ſome of their hearts, the diſ- 


henour they bring on their profeſſion, and the miſe- 
ry that awaits them! Peculiarly happy are they, if 
there be none who attend their miniſtiy, like fome 
among the Philippians, of whom St. Paul ſpoke weep- 
ing; and of whomthey will not beable to think with» 
out heart-felt ſorrow; who though temperance, world- 


ly mindedneſs, or ſome other ungodly diſpoſition, are 


enemies to the croſs of Curisr, and a mage, whaſe 
end is deſtruflion ! 
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The 2d. charaQer given of the miniſters ofthe Gol- 
pel i 15, that they a/e over their people in the Lord, 


This : ER ſuch ike deſcriptions of the office of chrit- 
jan miniſters 1efer to their prefiding in their -aſſemblies 
having a principal ſhare in the direQion of the public 
ſ-rvices of religion, and in conducting all their fpirit- 
ual affairs according to the rule and precepts given by 
CHRIST in the Scripture. 


I am ſenlible this explanation of the, phraſe 1s very 
different from that which a regard tothe language and 
cuſtoms of ihe world, on this head, would have indu- 
ced me to have given. It is no uncommon thing ta 
hear. of Sp; 77ual rulers, the governors of the church tc. 
And an acquaintance with the ſlate of the chriſtian 
world aſſures us, that theſe are far from being empty 
titles. Dominion has been and {til is, in moſt places, - 
claimed and exerciſed over the faith and conſciences, 
not to ſay the perſons and fortunes of their fellow 
chriſtians, by, the miniſters of religion. And our 
text with fimilar expreſhions of ſcripture, hath been 
alledged in their yindication, But nothing can be 
farther from the ſpirit of thoſe paſſages, as is ma- 
nifeſt from other declarations and the condud of the 


| Apoſtles: thus St. Peter (1 Epil. v. 1. &c.) exhorts the 


Elders to feed the flock of Gov and diſcharge the Fpijco- 
pal office, but not to be Lorns over Gop's heritage, or - 
over the chriſtian people committed to their miniſte- 


rial. 


CY WE: 7:9 
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rial infpetion and care. And St, Paul, in his own 
ayd his bretarens' name diſclaims all pretenſions to 
power over the faich of Chriſtians, Not (ſays he 2. 


Cor. 1. 24.) that we have dominion over your faith, but 


are helpers of your joy. Now if theſe eminent Apoſ- 
tles dilavowed all claim to dominion over the faith, 


| judgment and confſciences of chriſtians, muſt it notbe 


conſummate infolence in any other man or body of 
men, to pretend to exerciſe 1t ! 


Yes! tis fpiritual dominion 1s not implied in my 
text, and you are ſenſible it is not claimed by thern 
who labour among you and are over you in the Lord. It's 
true they would eſtabliſh a dominion over you ; but 


It is the dominion of the Head ofthe church! — they 


would ſubdue you; but it is to truth and piety !— 
they do indeed dehre to fecure a perſonal intereſt iti your 
hearts ; but it is by the exercile of wiſdom and good- 
neſs !—they wiſh to lead and guide you ; but it is by” 
the principles ofthe Goſpeland to your own {cli city ! 


* 


The gd. and laſt particular given of the duty of , 


miniſters in the text is, that they adnorh their people. 


This phraſe, conſiſtently with it's meaning in other 


paſllages of the ſcripture, might be underſtood of any. 


kind ofinſtruction and exhortation ; but it ſeems moſt 
ſuitable ts the connexion, to confine 1t to ſuch things 
as are meant by it in common diſcourle, viz, caution- 
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ing, warning,” reproving, and urging reformation of 
what iS amiſs in temper and conduQ branches of 
the miniſterial office, naturally fo difagreable to a 


_ perſon of humbleand charitable ſpirit, and unwelcome 
_ to thoſe who ſtand moſt in need of ſervices of this 
| Kind that to enc: 2urage the one to perform, and the 0- 


ther to receive them in a proper manner, the Apolile 
may be ſuppoſed to have mentioned this duty parti- 
cularly, when he was exhorting chriſtians to maintain 


reſpectful and affetionate regards to their miniſters. 


And indeed, as the diſcharge of it, will probably 
expoſe them to the reſentment of the incorrigible, and 
perverſe; {) when conducted by prudence and ten- 
dernels, it is a proof of a dilintereſted and benevolent - 
Ipirit, of faithfulneſs and genuine friendſhip, which 
at leaſt, equally with any other part of their duty, 
render them obj:Qs of thoſe ſentiments and aft Q- 
ions, which chriſtians are here exhorted to entertain 
towards their miniſters: which I now proceed, as was 


propoſed i in the ſecond place, to 1]1uſtrate and recom- 
mend. 


We beſeech you brethren, faith the Apoltle, to know 
them and to eſteem them very hughly 11 mn love for ther 


work's Jake. 


The firſt thing here injoined upon chriſtians, 1s tg 
knyw their miniſters. You muſt be convinced the 
word is to be taken in an extenſive and exalted ſenſe, 
k includes ſeveral things, rclaiing to the atteftions and 
active 


( 2+.) 


aQive powers ofthe ſoul. as well as the underſtanding. 
The Apoſtle may be underſtood, as exhorting the 


Theſſalonians to acquaint themſelves with the true 


charaQter and office of miniſters; to approve of he 
genuine defign of their mſti:ution, and to encourage 
them in their work. 

You are then, my friends, to conſider the perſons 
whoſe charaQerand duty we have bricfly repreſented, 
as the ſcrvants of Gop and of Jesus CurtsT, ap= 
pointed to promote your ſpiritual improvement and 
eternal ſalvation. In order to which, you muſt re- 
member, they are not to eſtabliſh you in the belief of 
the peculiar doQrines of men ; but in the truth, as it 
18 in JESUS 
muſing you with unintereſting ſpeculations; but io 


feed you with ſuch knowledge, as tends to purily the 
heart and regulate the WA to connive at your 


vices or neglects, but faithfully point them out to you 
and remonfſtrate againſt them——not to make you zea- 
lous about trifles, but excite a concern in. your breaſts 
for the important duties and graces of true religion ; 
fidelity, mercy, and the love of God—not ' to inflame 


your ſpirits againſt them that differ from you, but 


form you to moderation, and inſpire you with bro- 
therly love to chriſlians of all denoininations—not to 
flatter you with groundleſs. hopes, but to keep you 
humble, watchful and diligent, by repreſenting the 
neceſluy of perſevering and advancing /in.a courſe of 
holineſs; in order to your. ſecuring the approbation, 
of your RT and enjoying the happineſs promiſed 
to his faithful ſervants, Such, 


-Not to indulge a yain curioſity, by a- | 
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_ Such, you cannot but ſee. are the duties of chriſt- 
1an miniſters. A ſenſe of which you ſhould impreſs 
ON your hearts: that you may countenance them in 
ſoch ſervices. And what, my friends, can be more 
reaſonable? Are they not accountableto their Maſter? 
Hath not he commanded them to renounce all human 
authority 1 religion? Is not the ſacred ſcripture a 
ſufficient rule of faith and praftice? Are they not re- 


quired to declare the whole counſel of God; and 


ſhould not you atentively confider what they propole 
to you from his word? How ſhall divine truth ever 
ſpread, unleſs enquiry be indulged. In what dark-. 


neſs and error ſhould we {till have been involved, if 


this liberty had not been taken by our illuſtrious re- 
formers? And ſhould not you encourage us to imi- 


| tate their example in ſtudying the holy ſcripture, 


in order to remove the errors and corruptions which 
deliace the beauty, and obſlrudt the influence of the 
goſpel of CurisT on the hearts and lives of men? 


The Bereans are tranſmitted with honour to poſ- 
terity. (A&s xvii.) for their impartial enquiry after 
truth. And who can avoid ſceing their excellence ; 
as well as the deſpicable ſtupidity of them, who will 


not make ule of the means of improvement in know- 


ledge, which are afforded them ? Truly ridiculous 
doth the pretended philoſopher appear, who on the 


invention of teleſcopes, refuſed to view the planets 
through one, leſt he ſhould have been obliged 40, 
change his opinion Concernin g theſ yſtem ofaltronomy! 
| SO AE. | In 


L028 


In a light equally ridiculous, and far more culpable, 
would a chriſtian appear, who ſhould refuſe to avail 
himſelf of any afhſtances, for examining the great ob- 
jcs of the ſpiritual world, leſt he ſhould be forced to 


change his opinion concerning the particular ſyſtem 


of relagioin; which he hath embraced, 


But important as 1t 18, to regard your miniſters in 
their endeavours to promote the knowledge of religt- 


portance to regard their inſtructions, which immedi- 
ately relate to your temper and conduR, and to apply 
them' to your: -lves, Unleſs their miniſtrations are 
chicfly direCted to guard you againſt fin, and inſpire 


not the faithful and prudent miniſters of Curr, nor 
your friends.” Unleſs you properly regard them int 
theſe things, the only vaiuable: end of their labours, 
_ and yourattendance upon them wall be defeated. If 


the merciful w_ E! Gor cowarts Jou, 


? Fo (* 


Farther you are to know your, minifient,; as lo 
whom. Divine. Providence haih raiſed up, and:you 
have choſen to conſult your ſpiritul welfare; and dili- 
gently attend upon. their miniſtry, What can be more 
inconſiſtent with your i #22 eyrg a ablentingyour- 
ſelves, upon flight occaſions, from public worſhip; or 
b:having in the time of it -with drowſy, indolence, 
when all the powergof your ſouls oughtto be vigoroul. y 
| excriea? 


ous truth in general ; it is of unſpeakably greater im= 


you with a fervent love of God and man: they are 


you diſcountenance them herein, you direQtly oþpee | 
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exerted? Why ſhould your miniſters be inſtant in fea+ 
fon and out of ſeaſon; reproving, rebuting and exhorting, 
if you who- appoint them to this ſervice will not be: 
conſtant and diligent-in improving their labours? you, 
- cannot expect to have: your miſtakes reQihed, your- 


groveling conceptions of evangelical holinels raiſed; 
your delires of it quickened, and the graces of the di- 
vine life planted and perfeted in your hearts, if you 
negle& the uſe of theſe means which God has inſtitu- 
ted for ſuch excellent purpoſes: not to ſay, what grief 
will pierce the boſoms of faithful miniſters, if they, 
__ you light the ordinances of the rg p 


It is likewiſe ſuggeſted to our notice, that you are 


to conſider them as: men, ſubje& to the ſame imper«_ 


&&ions, and. infirmities with yourſelves; putting can- 
did; confirutions on their words and. actions, and 
everr making ſuuable allowances for their errors ; as 


well as proveging for their comfortable [yppert. 


I bak been alas, that however lis vans 
chriſtians may be, to acknowledge their miniſters have 
fuperior judgment in matters of controverſy (where 
one would naturally ſuppoſe them to excel) they ex- 


pe& them to' be extremly perfe@ in their conduct . 
even: in» thoſe inſtances that require a great degree of 


prudence; and ſometimes not only cenfure them ſe- 
verely- for errors that are {hght in themſelves, but neg- 
leet their intereſt, and deſert their miniſtry. This, k 


wal my brethren, will not be. adhere For is it 
319562 not 


te 


al 


ms 


ta 


fot highly unreaſonable? Why ſhould thoſe errors 


exclude miniſters from yonr- regard, which you canea- 
fily pardon in: other good men ! ? Why ſhould they on- | 
ly be out of the influence of your candor ” Or why . in 
ſhould you deprive yourſelves of the benefit of their Wh 
ſervices, on account offomedefeRs and errors that may 
attend'them ?' For have they not many difhculties to 
encounter? Are they notliableto peculiar temptations? 


_ I aminot. apologizing for Heenrions cainsflers. who. 
run into the follies and vices of an extravagant age. 
I pity.! I pray for ſuch. unhappy creatures !. and would 
exhort them, ( had, I an, opportunuy).to repent and be 
zealous: as F would you to avoid their company. My 
 defign 1s .only to guard, you againſt cenſuring your 
miniſters for their infirmities, deferting their miniſtry, 
or negleCing their intereſl ; and to excite you. to treat 
thera with candor and generolity. 


This brings us.to the ſecond branch of the Apoſtle's 
exhortation, in which he carries the regards of chriſ-< 
tians to their miniſters to a greater height; and (faith 
he) eſteem them very highty i in love for their work $ 5 ſake. 


The phraſe i iS fi, It requires you to en- 

tertain ſuch reſpe@ful' ſentiments of their characters; 

and affe&ionate diſpoſitions towards their perſons, as 

will exert mer epgmaben> in the moſt nd facudly on 
tices; 

St. Paul. was too-well: eagihid with the onnfiingd 

_ tion of the human ſoul, not to know, that eſteem aud 
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love are excited only by a ſeaſe of excllence; and tos 
warm a friend of truth and moral rectitude, to encou- 
Tage any to entertain ſuch an apprehenſion of thoſe, 
who do not really poſſeſs it; as he was undoubtedly, too 
good a judge of ſubjects of this nature to imagine; 
that a mere office can give men|true worth and render 


them obje&s of theſe regards. A man muſt, in ſome 


meaſure, do honour to his olfice, if he would derive 
honour from 1t, 

When therefore the Apoſtle faith eſteem them very 
highly in love &c. it is on the ſuppolition, that their 
private charafters are amiable; and that they dif- 
charge the dutics of their [lations with diligence and 


propriety. 


And now my brethren, as the work in - which 


your miniſters are engaged, is the moſt important of 
any which it is poſſible for men to perform—as it is 


of the ſame nature with that; in which the Son of 


Gov diſdained not to labor—as.it hath the glory. of 


Gov, and your moral perfe&ion and everlaſting hap- 


pineſs i in view: fo you will immediately be. convinc- 


ed upon reflexion, that the diſpoſitions _ exerciſed in 


the faithful diſcharge of it, are ſuch, as by the gene- 
ral conſent of- mankind in all other caſes, deſerve. 


| and conciliate eſteem and affetion, 


- :Is not an-ardent love of truth? Is nota lively con. 
cern for the . moral improvement and perfetion of 
mankind? Is not a life devoted to the ſupport of li- 
berty, and the beſt intereſts of one's fellow creatures — 


are 


- 
ans 
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are not theſe proofs of an excellent char2Qer?—and 
yet theſe qualities ſrequemty receive additional bean- 
ty and value from the peculiar difficulties that ariſe, 
and the fortitude and ſelf-denial, which they are 
obliged to exercife in the courle of their miniſtry. 


| There is a ſolid foundation, ſor theſe affe&tions in 
the temper and condudt of your religious inf{tructors; 
and there 1s abundant reaſon in prudence, to cultivate 
them in your hearts, and manifeſt them ih vour be- 
haviour towards them. Your ſpiritual improvement 
and comfort depend, in a great meaſure, upon the 
efl:em and love you have for them ; as well as their 
reputation and uſefulneſsin the world on the manner 
in which you treat them. 

Is it poikble my friends, I appeal to your Own 
Kiwis, to view a man demonſtrating, by the moſt ſub- 
ſantial effes, a tender concern for your ſpiritual in« 
provement and eternal felicity, without feeling a moſt 
alfetionate and grateful diſpoſition towards him 
ſpringing up in your boſoms, and refolving that his' 
concern ſhall be gratified, by maintaining a ſpirit and 
converſation becoming the benevolent genius of the 
goſpel? Canyou behold him, for the ſake of CursT 
and your felicity, ſacrificing all views of worldly 
grandeur and opulence, and ſatisfying himſelf with 
the proſpe& of a bare ſubſiſtence, without chearfully 
furniſhing him with the means of that ſubliſtence, 
and if pollible, rendering it more plentiful? Do 4-4 
eſieem their miniſters highly in love who negle@ to 

| en 
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encourage them in their difficulties, to comfort then 
11 their troubles, and to preſerve them from the diſtreſ(- 
ing cares of indigence, by generoufly contributing to 


their comfortable fupport ! 


This laſt inſtance of regard to your miniſters might 
have been inforced by conſiderations of juſtice, and 
the authoriuy of Crur1sT, who ordamed that they who 


preach the goſpel ſhould live by the goſpel. 1 Cor. ix. 14. 


But I chufe to reſt it on thenoble foundation of eſteem 


and love. I would have you my fellow chriſtians, 
 aQuated in all you do by the moſt generous and ex- 


cellent principles. And 1 truſt. you will perform eve-_ 
Ty branch of duty imphed in this exhortation, and all 
others from the nobleſt motives—from conviction of 


their reaſonableneſs —from the love of Gov, of CurtsT 


and of mankind, and adefire of your moral periection 
and happineſs. I forvear therefore particularly to 
lay before you any oth:r. I forbear attempting to 


fix your views on thoſe ſolemn, awful ſcenes, which 


will e'er long open—on that eternal judgment which 
will take place—when borh you and your mimiſters_ 
will be examined as to your fidelity, and be glorioul- 
ly reward. d, or grizvouſly A d, as you have per- 


formed, or negle&ted your du'y ! 


This would be very affeQing. T truſt it would be 
ſuperfluous; ; and therefore ſhall draw to a concluſion, 
with recommending to your peculiar attention, the 


lat clauſe of Iny text, and a tw other directions of 
the 


( 29 ) 


the Apoſtle in the ſame chapter, which have the moſt _ 


friendly afpe&t on the comfort and happineſs of all 


who obſerve them, and the cloſeſt CONNeX1on with the 


deſign of this day' $ ſervice. 


The concluding words of my text, you may recol- 
Tet are, Be at. Soics among yourſelves. How nume= 
rous. how earneſl, the exhortations of the ſcripture 
are to unanimity, uot to unity of opinion, for that is 
mpoliible, while the minds and circumſtances of men 


are different, but to unity of heart and affeQion, to. 


mutual forbearance and brotherly love, I need not, I 
cannot ſay. Neither, can I fully deſcribe the bad ef- 
feQs of negleQing, or the great advantages of properly 
regarding theſe precepts. But muſllt juſt obſerve, that 
while animoſity and conten:ion prevent ſpiriual 1m- 
Pprovement, and even ſubvert the foundation of a truly 
chriſtian temper ; peace and brotherly love will con- 
| duce to your advancement in every part of the divine 
life; as they are, indeed in themſelves, eminent 
branches of holineſs. They will enliven vour devo- 
tion; and give the higheſt pleaſure to every publick 
ordinance. Your little earthly afſemblies, they will 
render emblems of the grand celeſtial aſſembly. They 
will ſecure you the preſence of the God of peace and 
love*; who willtake up his abode 7n you by the Spir- 


it, X and diffuſe his ſanQifying, and comforting in- 


fluence abroad in your hearts t. In a word, they will 
E render 


*g. Cor. xii. 11. { Eph. ii, 22. +Rom. yv. 5. Gal. v. 22. 


—_ 


——— -- 


1 
oO = Cn RIES ESRI ICICI EATER 
» el 


pms pd ain Sr anon, aa 


T- 


_— 
Tm Iu 4 Go eee 
+ j a ol my k -- Sa p , 


VO eoren neon men tn neon, <> —— 


oy gt GRO pes. AE, =o rn > 
6 PP —— ry 


eG eronedtima other ih = ae re Pr" 1 4 
- n+. nts nor 4 pe. em Pence. EH 


— 


SAI I —_ ———__ 


—_— - 
EE 


y rpg - 
Pe WIEN =Y —_ 


- —_— 


—_—_— mmmn. iy . 


FS ET EW. 


> _— 
— 


CCCRO—_ —— 


GIS. 0”; 


— 


a -—O_—_ _ = PRs a ho 
— ———__——_——_— —_—— _—_ _— 


vo” - 
_ DS XL +4 
5 Da RG. -— - 


—_—— 
d -£ am 
- LEaewaw Io Ds 


ww "Wines moat ou Erin oiPuognn DHS on oO —_ — 
WF, s'J Py _ mes. Sh. 
hx. a, | 


TR 


tree ro wes og pro argon. Upon” Tc. w Q þ ws 


> we” a ng 
4, ae as DE << — - A þ SU be et 
ED gr Sar ret yy ore 


C':riſt, if any comfort of love, 


— aA + a or rr eee co oe Ar I <a> a 


( 3o } 


render you pleaſing images of that eracious $aviout, 
at whoſe birth the heavenly choir ſang, glory to God 
on high, peace on earth, and good will towards men ! 


Tf therefore, my brethren, there be any conſolation in 


if any fellowſh'p of the 
jpcis. if any bowr's ard meries fulfil ye my joy n be 


ing unanimous and having mutual love. 


But why ſhould I warn you againſt difſentions? 
why need I go on exhorting you, though in the words 
of an Apoſtle. to peace and love? Methinks I hear a 
folemn whiſper ſpreading through this afſembly, - 
g:ntly communicating the fixed purpoſe of every heatt 
+ For the honour of Gop and CnrsT, and the 


**ſuccefs of coſpel miniſtrations, we are determined, 


*thereſhall be no dilſentions amongus ; no enthity of 
* heartone towards another, or towards chriſtians of a- 
* ny other ſociety; no ſtrife or contention, unleſs it 
*be who ſhall excel in faith and holineſs; who ſhall 
« be moſt like their Gop and Redeemer in doing good, 
*and adorn the doctrine of the goſpel by the moſt ami= 
*able converſation!” That, my fellow chriſtians, is 
an innocent ftrife ! that 1s a truly glorious conteſt ! 
It will occaſion no alienation of aftetion; bart fan a 
flare of facred love in your hearts, which will con« 
fame all mcan andearthly paſſions, and refincand per» 
tect thoſe that are excellent and divine. ; 


' 
Again he faith, Rejuice evermore; Diligently cultt- 


nr — 


l3i) 


yate, and on all proper occaſions exert that joyful. 
ſpit, for which the relations you land in to Gor, 


to Je8Us and an eternal world, and the means of grace 
you poſſeſs, are a ſolid foundation, This will con- 
duce greatly to the happineſs of your lives, and your 


improvement in goodnels ; as well as to the honor of | 


your religion. 


Moreover, Pray without ceaſing. _ Labor to main=- 
tain conſtantly a devout frame of mind; a thorough 
ſenſe of your entire dependence upon Gop, and ardent 
_ defires of his ſpecial favor, which will prepare you 

to engage with pious affections in his worſhip, on 1e- 


gularly returning ſeaſons, and diſpoſe you to addreſs 


yourlelves to him, on all favourable  opportuniues, 
in the courſe of your lives, 


And finally, in thoſe ſacred happy moments, when 
your thoughts and hearts preſs towards the Deity ; 
when with energy of faith-and hope and love, with 

fervent defires of the glory of Gop, of the proſperity 
of his church, and the happineſs of your own ſouls, 
you preſent yourſelves before the throne of grace, re- 
member us. Pray for us. 


I addreſs this apoſtolic exhortation to you, my 
dear chriſtian friends and brethren, in behalf of your 
own miniſters, in behalf of every one here preſent, 
and of all of that character in the world. Pray, that 


we may take heed to the miniſtry, which we have re- 


receiyed 


__ 
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received of the Lony and diſcharge it with ſucceſs 
 —that we may build up our people in knowledge, 
love, and univerſal righteouſneſs —and be finally pre- 
ſented to Gor, by the chief ſhepherd, together with 
our reſpe&ive flocks, a glorious church, with exceeding 
Joy ? oo 

Now, may our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God 

cven our Father, who hath loved us and given us everlaſt- 
 #ng conſolation, and good hope through grace, comfort your 
hearts, and eſtabliſh you in every good word and work! 
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A SHORT 


DISCOURSE, &c. 


HE great Apoſtle Paur. declares it to be a true 

| ſaying, that ** If a, Man dekep the office of a 
« Biſhop, he deſireth a good work. ” By a Biſhop we 
underſtand, upon ſufficient warrant, the Paſtor of a 
ſingle Chriſtian Congregation, or at moſt of no more 
than He can perſonally ſerve. This officeis indeed a 
Work, as you have heard it well repreſented by my very 
reſpeQable' Brother ; which, after all our beſt, will 
have been but imperfeQly diſcharged; and a good 
one: a pious, uſeful, holy employment; ;\ I think, the 
beſt of all now to be found in the world, and there. 
fore worthy to be deſired by thoſe who have ability 
for it, courage to undertake it, a ſenſe of the. nature 
and importance of it, and a ſerious concern to 
fulfil it. But all are not without diſtinftion to aſ- 
ſume i it, or be admitted to it by the conſent of others, 
| _ Ag, A - 
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The Tame holy —ApolllePavig guards 4t's-appro 
when he direfs his beloved TimorThry ; *© lay hainds 
'* ſuddenly on no man, neither be partaker of other 
* men's ſs.” 1. Ep. 5. 22., And 1 1, cannot be 1mpro- 
pzrjuſttorefer to his important Catalogue ofthe requi- 
lite qualifications for a Chriſtian Biſhop or Paſtor, in 
that fyſt Epritle to T1moTny;third Chapter: A Biſho 
«thei mtſt bz blameteſs,*the huſband of one wife: * 
which muſt in reaſon be underſtood, that if a married 
man He ſhould have but one wife; neither living in Po- 
lygamy, nor witha ſecond wile, after a cauſeleſs divorce 
of the former, which was a practice very frequent 
both among 7ews and Gentiles of that age; vigilant,” 
lome rander: this ſober, but. according to the origi» 
nal verb from whence it 1s derived, which. lignifies 
to be watchful, * our tranflation. may as. well be ad- 
mitted, and it denotes a perſon likely to be attentive 
to the duties, of his office; - « ſober, of good behaviour, 
** given to hoſpitality, apt to teach” both of a Cale: 
ent capacity and furniture of chriſtian knowledge: and 
a tolerable elocution, ſo as to be at leaſt, audible and 
intelligible to his hearers, ; .* not given, to wine, nOL 
* greedy: of fil:hy lucre, but patient; not a brawler, not 
* COvetous, —not a Novice,” or quite a _Taw NW COn= 
vert who might be likely to be puffed with. Vanity, orto 
behaye with oſtencation and inſolence— moreover *he 
* muſt have a good-report of them that are without,” 
Hang, maimiained a creditable charaQter | 1n the world, 
{o.as ngt.to be the obje&t of any general reproach and 
contempt. "Theſe 
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Theſe articles, Sir, though they will, many of thern, be 
worthy ruics of your faturs conduct, yet are not now 
recited with thatview, but only as marks or qualificati- 
ons aciually and already exiſting i the Sar 6H; whom 
we ordain, or approve and recommend to Gop and 
the Churches inthe work of the Miniſtry, And 1 truſt 
that they are found in this young Gentleman whonow. 
preſents himſelf ro our ſuffrages and prayers : — that 
he is not illiterate and unqualified, not of bad or fſul- 
peQed charafter or morals, not altogether a'{tranger or 
unknown. We have had a goed account of you, 
Sir, from AMERica, which has been Pe vy your 
behaviour here. OLE 12 4 | 


'The Apoſtle's firuions to Titus upon 1 the ſame 
affair are of like ſenſe, and in. many of the ſame eerms; 
ſo that I only obſerve that he adds there, 2 'T1r. g. 
" Holding, aſt. the faithful word as He hath been 
6 taught,” " The early Preachers of Chriftianuy had 
the advaniage above us, of. being taught eicher im- 
mediately from the ſpirit of Gop communicated by 
the Apoſtles' hands, or from the living s 1nouths of 
thoſe eminently inſpired Men, or ſuch a RA as had 
received their inſtructions from them.+ Yet is there 
a Form of ſound words which we are carefully to re- 
tain and obſerve, without diminution, addition, or 
deviation. And what are theſe, but the words of our 
Lord Jesvs Curisr, as delivered down: to us. by his 
buly Apoſtles and Evangelifts ; ; the writings of the 


New 
+ As Trav and Tirvs. 


Ti "1 
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New Teſtament? Now, as it would be great incon- 
fiſtency and hypocriſy for any one to eagage in the 
chriſtian Miniſtry who was not himſelf in heart a 
Chriſtian, ſo the chriſtian Preacher who moſt cloſe- 
ly adheres to the doarines and principles contained 
in theſe ſacred records themſelves will be moſt found 
1n the faith: He that obſerves the Canons there ap- 


| pointed will need few or none more. Norought we, 


as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 1o admit of any other 
Standard of truth, of any other Rule of practice. 
** One 1s our Maſter even CurisT;” who has ex- 
preſily charged his diciples to *fcall no man Father 

upon earth,” as having authority over the faith or 
conſciences of others. And when, at the inſtigation 


of the Pos, a decree was made by the Imperial Diet 


at SPIRE, 12 1529, ©that Miniſters ſhould preach ac- 
** cording to the ſenfe and Interpretati gr, of ſcripture 
** approved by the Church,” a counter” Proteſt was en- 


tered by fix Princes and fourteen Ciries, * that no 


« doerine was ſo certain as that of Goy's word, and 
*: nothing ſhould be taught beſides it. 


This was 
* the only ſure and infallible way: but the Traditt- 
**ons'of Men had no certain foundation.” 


'From this famous Proteſt the honourable name of 


ProTESTANT was derived, as profeſſing a tri ad- 


herence to Scripture truth and authority, with the 


Tight of private judgment and interpretation, in op-. 


poſition to all eccleſiaſtical injun&ions and deciſions. 
| | And 
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And it is with pleafure that I can relate a fimilar. 
condud of the Aﬀembly of Divines at WESTMINSTER, 
as related by Mr. Pre Nys, a Member of that Afſ- 
| war's to wit, © that the Scots Commitſhoners: 

'- propoſed, that the Anſwers im the Aﬀembly's Short- 
« er Catechiſm ſhould be ſubſcribed by all the Mem- 
*: bers of the Aﬀembly; intending very probably to 
* make them a Standard of Orthodoxy : but the Al- 


* ſembly rejeed the motion of the Commiliioners, 
* after a coufiderable number in the Aſembly had 


* ſhewn it was an unwarrantable impoſition upon 


« Chriſtians. And *© the advice which the fame Afſ-_ 


*: ſembly gave to the Parliament in their time runs 
« in the following terms. They only adviſe, * that 
«the perſon to be ordained be aſked of his faith in 
« Tesus CHRIST; of his perſuaſion of the truth of 
*« the reformed religion, according to the ſcriptures, 
« and of his Zeal for the truth of the Goſpel and uni- 
_ 4 ty of the church, againſt error and ſchiſm.” + 


Our great and good Mr. BaxTex, long after this, 
did, upon a Ny occaſion, in writing declare his 
TL 


L F | , 4” akbki , 


t Vide Conſcientious Noxcenforaitpevhidieel nd efended, 
Printed for J. Noox...i747:Page 77. And to the ſame effe, 
A. Defence of the Scriptures as the only Standard of Faith, by the 
Author of the Occaſional Paper, printed for Eman Matthews, 
I72L. Page 196. Likewiſe the religious E/tabl;/kment in Scotland 
£xamined &c. printed for T. Cadel. 1771. P. 104. 


| + The religious Eſtabliſhment inScotlandexamined, P. 104, [ 
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wil, + that: God's own, word were taken for a Cafi- 


*cient, form of our conſent and concord, in order tg 
«union and communion. 64 


—_— 


Taleidrons religion 1s never faſe, as a S yſte, b:1t 
as it lies in_ our Bibles, and in the words GED, the 
| Holy Ghoſt teacheth, Ic may be granted that there 1s 
an advantage inthe method of Conf:llicns of Faith 
which has beenuſed among the Proteſtant Diſſenters;, 
on ſuch occaſions as the prefent, above a ſubſcription 
toany fixed and preſcribed forms ; v:z, that every man 
is allowed to expreſs his own ſentiments only, and in 
his own language. But ſtill to myſelf there appears 
to be in them ſome tacit or implied acknowledgment 
of a right in. others to be 'Triers and Judges of the 
Candidate's faith; ſome relick of the old impoſitions; 
and I am very apprehenſive that they have ſometimes 
been attended with conſiderable ; inconveniencies and 
temptations. 


* Our accounts of the New Teſtament Ordinations 
are brief, and poſhbly ſome things might, occafion- 
ally, a t leaſt be done in them, of which we are not 
forte. "Buz as we are not informed we do not 
know them. And in myatc thinking upon this ſub- 
Je, it hach b:come matter of T50v: doubt with me, 
what right. we have to put 1Ntcrrogatories. or queſti- 

Ons 


= —_ - 


N KF :.45 PS of eb - Q 


, - "We. RE » 
owing” (AL + R144 C: 2/03 ih 
a + "i 9 k* - % <&x fo. 2 | Go 2 Fo L F ] - , h 


_ vs. = W.4- ; . wh 
a” 4 iS "> BY". 4 wn n k A 


(9) 


ons forwhich we have no fcripture precept or exam- 


' ple. Lain atfraid of going beyond my line; of taking. . 


an authority not given, or adding to what is written, 
To 1altruQ, to exhort, to preach the word, in ſeaſon 
and ont of feaſon, both ſtatedly and occahionally, are 
general directions which may be applicd to a variety 


of occaſions: and theſe, I think, vindicate 'me in 


what I am now doing. 


It has been mentioned above, and may be reckoned 
among the qualifications for the Epiſcopate or paſtoral 
ofhice, that a man have a defire to it. Need I aſk if 
this be your diſpoſition? wonld you otherwiſe fland 
in your. preſent fituation ? He that does ſhould ho!d 
faſt the form of ſound words. Can this be jidged of 
{o well by a' verbal, fingle declaration of his chriſtian 
faith, even tn fcripture terms, as 'by his general pro- 
feffion of it, regular aitendance upon it's peculiar or- 
dinance, the Lord's Supper, and by his ferious preach- 
ing it? 1f a man can prevaricate and falfify in _ 
inftandes I know no Teſt ſufficient to hold him; 
bind'his own conſcience or give fatisfaQtion to "ny 
I do not apprehend that ſo much as a confeſſion of 
his faith in general, even in ſcripture terms,. was re- 
quired or uled in the frſt Centuries of Ghriſtianity, 
The perfon'to'be ordained was known already to be 
a Chriftian, arid ſtood forth in that avoived charaQer. t 


SITY think it is pretty evident, that there 3s vbt one in« 
** ſtance rOughoUt the whole New \Trfiament, 'or in the 
£0220 "eat 
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- But whatever may be thought as to the propriety 
of a genera] ſeripture- declaration, I cannot but ex- 
preſs my acquic{cence im, my approbation ofthis young 
Gentleman's forbearing a more large and particular 
confeiion, And permit me hikewiſe, good pcople of 
his congregation, to commend, to applaud your libe- 


ral, catholic, proteſtant, chriſtian Spirit in not requir- 
ing it, 


But, Oo my chriſtian Brother, when I conſider but a 
Ittle the othce you undertake, and what I myſelf have 
tound of it, who have but very imperfeRtly diſchargedit; 
it's folemnity and importance, thedegreeof thought and 
ftudy itrequires to executeit but moderately well; the 
difticuliies and doubts that may probably often occur 
to your own mind, as to points either of doQrine or 
of condu@; the various tempers and ſentiments you 
* | may 


«© * ancient times of Eccleſiaſtical hiſtory; not one inſtance, I ſay, 
* of a man's making a Confeſſion of his faith to qualify him for 
« dination as a Miniſter, if he had been a profeſſed diſciple of 
© Chriſt before. But it appears, that in ancient times men 
*« were ſet apart to the Miniſterial office, upon it's being known 
*+ and acknowledged that they were already Chriſtians; and 
*« not only ſo, but upon their being known and believed to be 
« fit to inſtru others in the doQtrines and duties of chriſtianity ; 
«* for which reaſon there was no occaſion to make an additional 
«« profeſſion of faith, in order to their being ſet apart to the 
«+ Miniſtry,” Vide Mr. Joſeph Burrough's Sermons, P. 367+ 


\ 
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may have to- deal with/in ſome congregations ; and 
how hard you may hnd- it to pleaſe others, yourſelf 


and 'Gor; the occaſion: there may be fometimes to 


admoniſh nd rebuke, {ometimesto comfort and afliſt, 
even in caſes where you yourſelf may want. com fort;the 
difficulty there, is of carrying. it properly betwixt con- 
tending paries, with i integrity, diſcretion and a regard 
to. your duty and their good ; the patience, the meek- 
nels, the ſelf-denial, the prudence, the compliance that 
may at ſometimes, the fortitude that may at others be 
neceſſary - -but I cannot go over all—I am ready 


to fay, in the Apollle's $ language, concerning his much 


higher office, *who is ſuthcient for theſe things? 7 


"| The taſk is hard,'but great.” 'Ts follow, though 
at humble'difſtance, the: $66 of God! who afed in this 
very charaQer, and preached righteouſneſs in the great 
congregatiort : :'to' aſſert and' maintain his ſole autho- 
'Tity over his thurch, when it hath been invaded and 
infringed by the decrees, doQrines and traditions of 
'men: to preach Chriſt Jeſus the ALONE Lord, 
and ourſelves fervants! for Chiilt's fake : to inſtru 
and perſuade fromi the ' immediate oracles of divine 
truth : to miniſter, in effe@ in the fanQuary ; to bear, 
in a'goſpel ſenſe, the vefſels.of 'the Lord: to be the 
mouth'of men in addrefſing God, and to ſpeak from 
God to men: to ſave ſouls from death, by their con- 


verſion and reformation, and to-hide'a: multitude of 
fins : to-lead our fellow creatures by the hand to Gad 


and glory——theſe conſiderations might carry me to 


9 -.- magnify. 
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magnify: our office: to aſſert it a beneficent, a ſacred, 
-a veneraHle, a noble employment. Oh! ſuch indeed 
' 1t 15, were we equal to' it, do we but in any degree 


ſuitably fulfil it. But we are frail imperfe& men. 
Happily; the:Mafſter whom we ſerve can have com- 
paſſion upon, the infirmities of ſuch as Mean well, 
and uſe their ſincere endeavours. \Þ4 9-44 


You chooſe to take and exerciſe your miniftry 


| brand Proteſtant Diſfſenters ; : whereby. you Join with 
tne 


much inferior number, and turn. your face from 
all thoſe profpeds_ and  encquragements which. are 
"Da: urally 1 inviting, And it may be atiirmed, that the 


_ eſtabliſhed Cuurch has ſhown a ſufficient readinefs to 
receive ſuch! as bave gone off from us, of whom 
ſome have attained to,the higheſt. preferments and 
- dignatics, while others of, not inferior charaQeer or abili- 
. ties have choſen to cominue among us. . Yea, you 


ſeek a. charaQer in life ' which is in | contempt with 
many; and expoſe yourſelf to many future trials and 
difficulties among ſocictics. in which you cannot 
-demand. or obtain cither reſpe&, compliance or ſup- 
. port from any one but as influenced by his: own con- 
ſcience, judgment or inclination. ButI forbear; 1 
. would not diſcourage you. There are motives, there 
are: rewards.; and the-grace, of God is ſufficient t0 


. carry you, through all. 


I do not;: according to what has pits faid alrvndy, 
take W_ me to. _us. you to an cxammation as to 
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your motives and views In ſeeking the miniftry n 
general,-or exerciſing it among us. But I judge not 
'tharT haveany right to prevent you, 1f you think it ne- 
ceiſary or proper to offer any thing to juſlify your- 
ſelf in one or the other, or: if you apprehend that it 


- will be to the ſaiisfaftion or edification of your own 


people or of this Audience in general: or that it is 
_ particularly ſuitable and proper on the preſent occa- 
ſion. I neither require, nor diſſuade. AR entirely 
according. to your own judgment. ; 


I beg this Audience to permit a word or two more, 


1 with reſpec to that part which is now foon to follow. 


We do not in the leaſt pretend, by the laying on of 
hands, to communicate any Spiricual gifts or graces : 
we diſclain any ſuch notion. It belonged:to the Apo- 


files alone to give the Holy Spirit, even in that firſt 


miraculous age of Chriſtianity: and the laying onof 


their hands for that purpoſe was quite adifiinQanddif- 


ferent thing from that uſed for Miniſters in ordinations : 


_ for therr hands were often laid on ſuch as were not 


.to be Miniſters. Timothy could not give ſpiritual 
giſts, but yet He was tO lay on his hands. 1Epiſtle, 
"V<:-205 Timothy himfelf received impoſition ot 
| hands from the Preſbytery, who ſtood in an inferior 
"rank to that office of Evangeliſt, which he either 
then received or in which He afterwards aQed. 4th. 
| chapter. verſe the 14th. Even Saul and Barnabas 
were ſet apart,-or dedicated to a particular” miniſteri- 
al ſervice, by no higher perſons” than the Prophets 


"nd Teac NorR, in the Church at Antioch, by faſting, 
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prayer and the laying on of their hands, oy direRtion 
of the divine ſpirit. Acts, 19th. 1—4: which is, .af- 
| terwards expreſſed, ct. 14th. v. 26. as a recommen- 
dation of them to the- grace of God. for the work 
which they fulfilled. + We ule it therefore as a ſcrip- 
tural and' ſolemn form, of benedition, prayer and 
commendation to. the, grace. of God, in this eſpecial 
office; and it may at the {ame time be conſidered as 
an expreſſion of our own approbation of the perſon 
to whom 1t 1s applied, our concurrence with the 
Church in their choice and call of Him to it. But 

' whether this Rite doth properly inveſt and authorize, 

. or be eſſentially neceſlary to the ofhice, has been quel.- 
tioned by many judicious perſons. This point I do 
not take upon me to decide, or even to enter into at 
preſent. To myſelfthe impoſition of hands ſeems de- 

' cent, ſcriptural and rcgular ; - nor do I fee any reaſon 
to {cruple or diſuſe it on Account of the injudicious 
opinions of ſome concerning it, or the vain and ex- 
. cellive Pretences which have been annexed to it, 
| At the ſame time, I make not the leaſt queſtion, that 
perſons ſo ſet apart, ſo ordained, or recommendedand 
accepted in the miniſtry, and by ſuch hands as ours, 
have as valid a title to it as any chriſtian Miniſters 
' now in the world. But all farther qualifications and 
 ſandifying influences are God's, and not in our power 

; to beſtow, To his bleſſing, to his owning : and crown- 
ing the work of this day, and giving 1t all defirable 


after ſucceſs, let us apply. and Famunepd this * young 
Perſon on the preſent occaſion... 


>6& > 66 <p &. 44 {ia 


A 


DECLARATION 


Mr. $S M 1 "R-: BY. 


| 6 is with equal ſincerity and pleaſure, I embrace 


the preſent opportunity of declaring, that I look. 


upon the Chriftian Miniſtry, as a divine inſtitution ; 
— that I regard it both in an honourable and impor- 
tant light ; honourable, as an employment in which 


the Son of Got and his Apoſtles have been engaged ; 


important, as it relates to the beſt and moſt eſſential 


intereſts of mankind ; —that I believe the defign of 


this miniſtry to be the promotion of religious know- 
ledge, genuine piety, perſonal virtue and univerſal be- 
_nevolence among men; by theſe means the more ef- 
fecually to ſecure their preſent tranquillity, and train 


them up for a ſcene of greater perfeQion and happineſs. 


hereafter ; —and tht in order to this great end, it is 


the buſineſs of the miniſterial office, to aſſiſt men in- 


obtaining a competent acquaintance with the ſacred 
truths of revelation, to eſtabliſh 'in their minds a due 
reverence of the Author of the Chriſtian religion and 
belief of his divine authority, and to perſuade them, 
by the united force of preceptand example, to a chear- 
{ul obedience to the precepts. of his Goſpel. 
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With theſe views of the nature and deſign of the 


miniſterial charaer; with, I truſt, an unfeigned de- 
fire of advancing the honour of my maker, the in- 
tereſt of the Redeemer's Kingdom in the wortd, and, 
what according to my apprehenſion is necellarily 
conneQed with 1t, the good of my fellow creatures, I 
have undertaken the Paſtoral ofhice, and ſhall think 


_ myſelf happy, it I am made thro' the divine blefhng 


accompanying my humble endeavours, the inftru- 


ment of © ſaving a ſoul from death,” and leading, tho? 


it be only a ſingle individual, in the way to life and 
happineſs. While divine providence 1s pleaſed to 
continue me 1n 11, 1t 1s my reſolution, in dependence 


. on the grace of Gop, faithiully to the beſt of my abil- 


ity to difcharge the dutics of this office. Confci- 


_ ous of my imperfections, and of the diligence, watch- 
 Tulneſs, zeal and prudence incumbent on 'me, as a 
miniſter of CarIsT, Irequeſt the prayers of my brethren 


in the miniſtry, and of you, my friends: and fetiow 


_ chriſtians, alſcmbled together on this day. 


The reaſons why I chuſe to exerciſe my miniſtry 
among Proteſtant Difſenters are briefly thele, 


1. Becauſe Teſteem the mode of worſhip, and of ad- 
miniſtring the peculiar ordinances of Chriſtianity 
commonly adopted by the Proteſtant Diilenters of this 
kingdom, to be more agreeable to the purity and fim- 
plicity becoming Chriſtian worſhip, more — 
PIO = 


« a '. _ aa. ot ie eas .T. 


"KEEN -”— l 
ble to the praftice of the Apoſtolic Age, and more 
conducive to general edification, than the liturgy, form 


and ceremonies of the Eſtabliſhed Church. | 


'2. Becauſe I know of no ſuperior order among the 
miniſters of the Chritiian Church, inveſted by ſcrip- 
tural warrant with the ſole-right of ordination, conhr= y; 
ma'ton, and eclefiaſtical diſcipline and government ; 
the terms biſhop, prefbyter, or elder, and paſtor, uſed 
inthe New Teſtament, referring preciſely to one andthe 
fame office, as for inſtance, in the 2oth. of the As of 
the Apoſtles, where we are told that Pavr *ffent from. 
«« Miltetus to Epheſus, and called the Elders ofthe 
« church”, whom he addreſſes, when they were come 
to him, in a different ſtyle, ** take heed unto yourſelves, 
_*and alltheflock, over the wktich the Holy Ghoſt hath 
** made you Overſeers, or as the word nay berendered, 
* Biſhops.” And in the Epiſtle to Trrvus, the ſame 
Apoſtle writes, * for this cauſc left I thee in Crete, that 
«* thou ſhouldeſt ſet in order the things that are want- 
*ing and ordain Flders in every City, as I had ap- 
*£ pointed thee;” yet in deſcribing the qualifications 
of theſe officers, to be ordained in every city, it is pre- 
{ently added, « for a B!/hop muſt be blameleſs, as the 
«* Steward of Gon.” Neither do I know that there 1s 
any authentic evidence from antiquity to prove, that | 
the terms Biſhop, and Preſoyter were ulcd to fignify 
any diſtinRion of office in the chriſtian Church, 'till 
very near the cloſe of the two firſt Centuries. 
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ment inherent 41 eyery man, and nconfiftent with the 
allegiance I owe to-the ſole law-giver and ſupreme 


| head of the Church, even Jesvs CunisT, to acknow- 


ledge that any man, or body of men, have © power to 


« decree rites and ceremonies, Or the leaſt authority 
© jn controverſies of faith.” 


4. Becauſe ** the holy ſcripture, (as expreſſed in the - 
ſixth Arucle of the Church of England) contameth 
* all things necelfary to ſalvation: ſo that whatſoever 
«« 18 not read therein, nor may be proved thereby, 
* 1s not to be required of any man, that it ſhould be 
«believed asan article of faith, or be thoughtrequiſtte 
* or neceflary to falvation.” And yet, notwithſtanding 
this confeſhon, it is indiſpenſably required of every 
candidate for ordination. in the epiſcopal church, 
that he ſhould not only declare his unfeigned aflent 
« and couſent to all and every thing contained in the 
+ book of common prayer,” but alſo ſubſcribe his 
belief of articles, neither of which 1s read in,” and 
ſome of them, I think, upon ſerious examination, can- 
not fairly © be proved by the holy ſcripture.” 

Convinced of the juſtice of theſe reaſons, I can- 
not with propriety ſeek for ordination in the church, 
eſtabliſhed by law, within this realm, But while I 
thus publickly declare the principles, on which Ia. 
2s 2 Proteſtant Diflenting miniſter, I beg leave at the 
ſame time to expreſs my hearty affeQion for all, who 
« call” CnrisT © Maſter and Lord,” tho' their conduc 
may in ſome reſpe&s be different from mine, and my 
preſent wiſh is, that we may equally * endeavour to 


Ns ſpixit in the boud of peace.” 
SD | 
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The Watchſulneſs incumbent on Mini/ters, 
CONSIDERED 
IN A 
DELIVERED AT THE 
ORDIN AT-ION 
OF THE. 
Rev. ISAAC SMITH, 


At S1Dmourn, Devon, JUNE 24th. 1778. 
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By JOSHUA TOULMIN, A. M. 
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'T is not without fear of incurring ſome Cenſure 
for taking a part in-the* ſervices of this day very 
improper for me, that I'rife up, dear' Sir, to addreſs 


yon.: but you will permit mie'ts plead your catneſt | 
requeſt and the neceſſity which led you to defire it'of 


me, fome' Friends. on whom # would have wore fitly 
devolved'having abſolutely dectined'it. And under 
painful appretierſions' of my inſufficiency for this: ofs 


hice'and of the defats which' will run” throught the 
diſcharge of Rt) 4 Beſptale” the" Cattloiet ofihis*Audi- 
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To afſume the language of a Diaator or Inſtruci- 
or would be. yery unbecoming | the. perfect equality. 
that ſubliſts between us as Fellow-labourers in the 
cauſe of Chriſt, and particularly unſuitable to my 
years and ſtanding in the Miniſtry. I can only ſub- 
mit, Sir, to your candid-cgnſideration, ſome thoughts 
which have often occurred to my own mind, when 
refleting on the nature of the miniſterial CharaQer, 

They may, perhaps, meet with. your approbation, 
as juſt.and important; and'being lid before you in 
connexion with the ſolemn engagements of this day, 
may aftcQ the heart with peculiar force. 


The Hints, TER with_due. deference to, you. and 
_ my Reverend Fathers and Brethren, I would ſuggeſt, 
ſhall be ranged. under the general exhortation of the 
Apoſtle Patty Tecon G6 _ the ONS, 
and: verſe the fifth'; -- cien 
ET Watch tha n all things.” Eat are 

- This admonition plainly implies that the charaQ- 
er we. bear as Miniſters of Chriſt, 1s not exempted 
from temptations and ſnares, Temptations indeed 
are neceſſary to the ſtate of diſcipline and trial, in 
which all: rational creatures exiſt, They will be 
various and different *according to the relations we 
Kill in life, and the duties we are called to diſcharge. 

It is a part of wiſdom; it is an inſtance of piety 
at the entrance ona new office, to anticipate the temp- 


tations which we may be called to encounter, 
- - This 


(3) 

* | This will furniſh. the mind with principles of 
- refiſtance, will ; prepare it for the ſeaſon of conteſt; 
and dire& it's aſpirations to the God of Grace, from 
' whom cometh all:our ſtrength. Our Lord -and Ma- 
; fter previouſly +0 the commencement of his public 
miniſtry, was led by a divine influence. mto the wil- 
_ derneſs, and there was not only exerciſed with ſome 
Immediate trials of his faith and virtue, but had pre- 
ſented before” him an emblematical repreſentation of 
the friares which would avail him in the diſcharge 
- of his important embaſſy.+* By this'exaniple we are 
inſtructed to take a voluntary ſuryey of the temprati- 
ons, to which our charagar is .expoled. 


| They ariſe from various ſources, and. operate, 
though nor perhaps always 1 in a viſible, yet in a pow- 


eful manner upon the heart; afſeQing the ſprings of 
ation and the temper of mind with which we per 


form our duties. Some will betray the | unguard- 
ed into vices which are a diſgrace to any relation in 
life, and are peculiarly ſcandalous in a! -miniſter. ; 


| Others, if we be not watchful, will beget i in us diſpo- 


fitions and views that materially influence the manage- 
ment of our office, and our acceptance. with God 
'and with Jeſus Chriſt, the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of ſouls ;. and unleſs we obtain their. approbation, it 


is of little conſequence what reputation or name we 


| may ſecure among men.] = 9 E- hs Let 
/ * NB. The paſſages included within Crorehes were «foppr 


ed i in the delivery, for wat of time. ECT 


| +, | See this ppint illuſtrated and proved i in he very ingenious 
"Piece of Mr. FARMER, On Canis $ Tomploſion in the Wilderneſs. 
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| Len vs then, my roſpefied Friend, refledt what tea- | 
ſons we have to watch in all-things ; what great oc- 
eafions.there are for circumſpeQtion and reſolution. 
Beſides the temptations - to which -we are hable as 


Men, there are ſnares praulier 70 eur office and ariſing 
from our ftyation. 


Firſt, let us remember, Sir, that we are not exempt- 
ed from the Temptations to which Mankind in ge- 
neral are expoſed. As the Apoſtle obſerveth to the 


people of Lrs:rra, *'we are Men: fubes. to. like Path- 
* ons with others.” | 


| The CharaQer we "bear docs nar eradicate the bw- 
man feelings, nor make us proof againſt the impreſh- 


ons of fenfible objets. The intereſts. and ſcenes of 
| this world have charms for ns, often too powerful, 


for the confiderations of reputatſon and uſefulneſs to- 
withſtand, The ftrength of appetite, the ſplendor of : 
life, the advantages of wealth, the manners of the 


' world, andthe perfuafions of friends, are fnares td 


'our virtue, as well as to that of 6ther men. Our pro- 


Fcffion is no ſecurity 'againit the warmth of youthful | 


inclinations, the- defires of ambition in riper life, 
'or the anxious cares of advanced years, It 1 18 not 
-our felicity any more than it is that of others, to have 
always a mind compoſed 'and recollefed; circum- 
'fpet and firm. We, alas! are liable to be feduced 


-in-an unprepared Tnoment, 4 or 40 be Jour "ay by a 


violent (CO PtaLlon, 7 A 


(+) 


-- ence, it is tobe deepty Tamented, fome Minifters 
have degradedtheir charaerbby ſerffual indulgences 
or have Toft the dignity of it in light ant crifling purs 
fairs ; or have fixed on theriifelves-the reproach of an 
wratieious temper; or have ſurik mto-mere men of 
the world, Henee the condu of thofe who ſhouts 


tiave been'bright - ornatrients of virme, hath prieved 


the hearts of (the youg..” arid cons the mouths. of 
the ITO: | 


What: a telſon # exution is his? Mon paneefit. 
* do thefe refleftions enforce the apoſtolic exhorta- 
non: * watch thou in alt things?” The mind of 


Pavi. frems to' have been greatly aﬀfeted with this. 


view of things: *'T keep under my-body, faith" He, 
< 3nd" bring; it irito ſubjtftion; leaſt that "by a 

4 means, when I hive Preached to others, 'T myſel 
« ſhould be a Caſt-aw ay.” And when you, tear Sir, 
conſider the nature of the human frame, and ſurvey 


the fcenes with which we are continually. converſant, 


rhere certainly appeareth to'you great reafon! for cit. 
<cumfpeftion and prayer ; great' propriety and force 
'n another exhortation of the Apoſtle : © Brit thou, 
+ O ' Man .of God, flce theſe things,” i.e. "the ins 
| Which he had mentioned in the preceeding Context, 
arifing from worktly paſſions and proſpedts, * «follow 
righteouſneſs, go dlinefs, faich, love, patience ant 


» unekinls,” es od 2 Butt 
' - d4it# 133. b 
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(3). 


.. Secondly, AS the. temptations of life receive their 
peculiar turn from the circumſtances in which were 


Mace it is expedient to recolle& to, what ſnares our 


profeſſion, as Miniſters, particularly expoſes us. ' Our 
chriſtian Friends are, perhaps; frequently ready to 


congratulate us, end envy our ſtation as a-ſcreen from 
thoſe dangers which threaten their. virtue, 'and a ſecu- 
rity againſt thoſe afſauks to which they arc continu- 


ally liable. But, alas? they litle know the nature of 


_ eur office, and the manner in which the difficukies 
_ and diſcouragements, of it. operate.” | The Snperiority 


ſuppoſed to belong to it ]J—the Studies in We # 


engages. us—the Relaxations it requireth—-the p 


har and ſolemn Duties of it—the Aims and' Views 
which influence our.condu@ in it—and. the -Unſuc- | 
ceſsfulneſs of our Labours, furniſh ſo many:-reafons 


tore gard the "i admonition; ; © * Wacch FOB 1 in 


A " all things,” ” 


"46 The j IR ſuppoſed, or allowed, to a 


F to. our charader may, in ſeveral reſpeQs, prove hurt- 


ful.to- our virtue. Let no offence be. taken. at. the 
mention of ſuperior dignity of office. No other ſu- 


 Periority is meant than; what is founded on a liberal 


education and literary, attainments ; F2 and i iS: derived 


| from! ;the preſidency in religious ſocicties, with which 


we are inveſted, but op pecially from the great and no- 


 bleends of our ; Hireng If a ſenſe of this  excellency 
of our office lead to a decorum of behaviour, elevate 
BRO | the 


» A 


\.- Soo? $4; 


| 9 } . 


the. mind; and animate'our vigour in, it's dues, it, 


hath a becoming and uſeful effeR. "But 5 is there ot : 
a danger of our eſtimating the ſuperiority of chajaQer | 


(00 highly, and of won t00 ſenſible of wy U wr 2 es 
c _ 4” 


This: will. feed hide and's conceit: will bighe arro- ; 
'gant and ſupercitious airs, We ſhall become over-. 
| bearing in. converſation, or dogmatical and aſſuming 
in paſtoral duties. It will cheriſh ambition” and the 


love of power ;| and tempt us to uſurp- or? thie rights 


of our people or brethren. ' A fondneſs for prebicint- 
nence, like other: deſires, will not be ſatisfied with the. 
preſent ſphere! of exertion; but will be ever reſtleſs, 

ſecking*to: enlarge and extend 11's influence. ' 'How 
offenſive, how inconſiſtent, how ſinful ſuch diſpoſiti- 
ons in the teachers of that religion, the firſt leſſon of 
which is © bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit;” in the ſer- 


| vants of that Maſter,** who came not to be miriiſtered _ 
' * ynto, but to ror aid to De his life” 2 : ranſom 


bo ogmn Rs rods acts DAL TORIITD 
. The kigk, wikias out ; offiee:  miay tempt us. to ber 
NE hs ourſelves, will naturally tempt us to'expeR a 
| proportional attention, homage and relpet from others. 

Let this: expeRation be anſwered,” it will increaſe 
and cheriſh--our vanity ; and perhaps baray us into 
an abuſe of the influence we- may acquire over* parti- 
cular: perſons, to purpoſes not very becothing or hon- 
OG mages this Co be GR ppoiirel; 'as'moſt 
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probably will be the caſe, in-an age, not:orily' fo en- 
| lightencd as this, but ſo indifferent: to every thing 
connected with-religion, chagrin and reſentment will 
work in the; breaſt, which will either riſe into paibon, 
or fix in ſettled moroſeneſs or malevolence, or prey 
on.the {punt and GEvORr: the mind with. grief and: vex- | 
ation. | 
Here let an: holy, guard. be eſtabliſhed, Let- ws 
check every; imagination of - pride, and ſubdue the 
love of power. - We; dear Sir, will remember; that 


dignuy, ariſes net-from power; but from: excriing our- 


{elves for the moſt: noble and ufeful-purpoſes; that 


our excellence: of olhee is derived not-from the dif- 


Þay:of talents; bus fromthe: virares- of our- divine. 
Mates aanierived's IntorO0By lives. Þ woe Ns d; 


| adly, Nothing: it-will-be: coneeinell-eay be: more 


mnacent than arethe parſaits:of Literature : as wthe 


Rudy of religion; i6may:be:pleaded;;that it is: not:on- 


ly the direQion of the thoughts to innocent, :bur-2& 
ſublime objeQs; to the acquiſition of knowledge 


which leads 46-* eternallife.” Yettheſcfiudies: may 


Prove hurfultons. Soicercethath:ſomany :charmsy 


it-opens. {o large afield ofrenquiry.and:inveſtigation'; 
uiexibits ſo-many objosrtoryileade-thiedancy, t0-feed 


the defire of. knowledge: and to 1ocncile the rational 


Powers z; that-there:ivmo ſmalbdanger vd{it's -proving 


the .mainj.defign-;of owe afbat-apdyritnexeringonril 
WanFyolcas : and uſetul lEFyIces af it; | 


A 


p : 
8 on 
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( 21 } 


w- Knowledye im general; though m ſorne 'reſpe(ts it 


hath a tendency to convince us of our ignorance and 


to humble us, yet often begets confidence, fills the ſoul 
with concett, and. puits | 1t up- -with pride; diſpoſiti- 
ons. very inconſiſtent with the gnodeſty and humility 

eſſential to the chriſtian Minifter, 
polite Arts andthe Belles Lettres, eſpecially. when join- 


ed to the.influence of that aſſociation with the polite | 
and refined part of mankind to which it recommends 


us,. will, if not watched againſt or counteratted by 
ether cauſes, beget a ſenſibility, refinement and deli» 
cacy that will render us nice and difhcult to be-pleaſ- 


ed in the common things of life, and averſe from the. 
converſation of the poor and of thoſe who-are not 


poliſhed by learning and breeding, with whom how- 
ever, as the helpers, of the faith, comfort and holineſs 
of mankind we ought often to mingle in friendly mm» 
_ tercourſes. —— Too long' and' cloſe an application 


_ united with a recluſe life, lhe 2 moroſe and un». 


ſociable teraper, / begets an 1mpatience of contradidt- 


1on, and 1s attended with an ignorance of. the world | 


and the rules of bchaviour, which indiſpoſes the 
heart for» pleaſing or-being pleaſed; a.turn of mind 
Not becoming, the ſervants of that Maſter, a heau- 
_ tiful part of whoſe cbaraQter i 1s, that "He plealey 
** not himſclf.” Ss 


? ' : $ 


— 


hx a y $9 ee ” to our - profeſſion 


which tends to humble, to ſoften, to purify the heart; 
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the knowledge of Gor in the glories of his nature 
and works, of Car1sT 'in the purity and beauties of 
bis charaQer and the riches'of his grace; and of Re- 
lgion in it's comprehenſive obligations and intereſt 
ing' truths. But yon, my reſpeQed Friend, are ſen- 
fible that even the purſuit of this knowledge is not 


free from'a dangerous influence; it is apt to check 


in their growth, if not kill, the ſeeds of piety, benevo- 


lence and-faith in our boſoms: which it 1s certainly 


calculated{to-nouriſh and ſtrengthen in others. For 
as We are-very much called to ſtudy Religion as a 
eience, and to examine it with the freedom with which 
we do other ſubjeQs of enquiry, this hath a tendency 
to abate ſomcthing of the reverence due to it's ſacred 
principles. * We are alfo converſant with the diffi-_ 
culties which attend the inveſtigation' of the dodrines 
and-/evidences of Chriſtianity ; and contra&, perhaps, 
ſometimes, from philoſophical difquiſitions a kind of 
ſceptical turn, which hath an unhappy aſpeRt on the 


firmneſs of our faith, and \ we akens the impreſſions of 
It's dev. ror NE | 


'On theſe accounts the ſtudies of our ffice afford 
a call to vigilance. "Time is too precious; life is too 
ſhort to be waſted in purſuits, which how improving 
or entertaining ſoever, are foreign to the great objet 
of our Profeſſion, 1, as s obleryes the excellent Dr. 
BOHIPTOTE TH DopdrIDer® 


{ $ pF. KA s ; 5 4&4 5 Pie ihe 
x »* 


- * Doyprner's Family Expoſitor. V. 1. P. 24. Note (i.) 


( 13 ) 


Dovoprrpes, the main part of our time be given to. 


«the curtfities of learning, and only a few. fragments 
*of it to 6ur-great work, the care of Souls, we tay ſee 
*cauſe incour laſt moments to adopt the words of a 
© dying:GaoTtvs, perhaps with much greater propri- 
*than he could uſe them: Proh ! vitam perdid:: ope- 
*roſe nal agendo ; Alas, I have thrown away I, 
*in "ng SO; with a great deal of Inns? | 

hb to religious enquiries, the importance af a "firm 
an lively faith {in the traths and diſcoveries of the 
Goſpel is: ſo;great” to. give :encrgy to our preaching, 


and to render. onr labours pleaſant, can we watch too 


carefully vagainſt 'the 'infirmating influence: of every 
thing which-would diminiſh the force of heavenly 
truths, 'or bring: our minds. into an unſettled tate, or 


ſpread a languor over our devout feelings. _ You will 


judge, dear Sir, whether it þe not on this account 
highly expedient: for» us' frequently to' have recourſe 
to:the firſt and leading principles of Religion, to the 
plain :andjcommanding evidences of it's divinity; to 
open.our hearts by ſerious meditation to the power of 


1t's truths; and frequeiitly. to take devotional views 


of it's Do&rines and Diſcoveries. 

Should irines be cable di us athab Religion 
is-not' ouly. the:{ciencecof our profeſſion; buta'fund 
of rules, 'motives/ and conſolations to us, as\Men'? © 
There may;'perhaps..be. particular need for our fre- 
P1539 © 008 | quent 
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quert peruſal of ſerious, lively and animated practical 
writers to counteratt the tendency of thoſe works, in 
_ which Religion is treated only as a matter of Theory, 
Speculation and Debate; that it may appear from the "Þ 
ſpirit, ſtrain and manner” of ovr labours, that we be 3 
| Towel felt ae SErLI ek,  hIu95 24 N p 
| -gdly. Another inning waidhfaloeſs. in our office a 
I ariſes from this, that though our life be, as you, Sir, y 
if _ are ſenfible, in an emment. degree a'hfe of ſtudy, it if 
i cannct be wholly ſo. The mind is jaded by cloſe at- t 
{1 tention; the body 1s enervated. by application ; our 
af health requireth frequent intermiſhons; andour ſtudics 
3 cannot/ be-purſued with” chearful alacrity,:unlefs our 
1þ ſpirits are enlivened-by relaxation. But-our diverſions 7 
il ____ unleſs they be well GRIER ANY OO. wall NE : { 
* hurful to us. T 1 
ll :- Ks vaknefs pil ts deferred;;n too great 2 
18 proportion of time devoted to them ;' expences mcur- 
Hu red beyond our ability to ſupport; a'diffepated turn 
bi _ of mind contrated; and a' difrelth men ARE: _ « 
1 | lights of retirement one beg” ent ef 4 
i MG 25 
if | -Thedanger here is increaſed by the nature of our | . 
| Paſtoral duties and findits; -fnce the-ftzed labours : 
1 of our office, which admit no poſtponng, occur, only | 
| or chiefly; but on. one day in feven; andihe reſt we | 
| Way be apt wocganL.as hat: may_be proſecuted with 
3 ® IL | equal : 
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equal advantage on any future, as on the preſebr, mo- 
ment. - This circumſtance likewiſe expoſeth us to be 


confidered by others, as Men- always at leifure to be 


| parties in any ſcheme of amuſement. By theſe means, 
eſpecially aQing in concurrence with the love of com= 


pany and the invitations of friends, we are liable to be 


drawn aſide from a regular and diligent ' courſe of 
fludy ; and evidently run-the riſk of being* betrayed 


Into a life of eaſe and indulgence, of viſiting and dif- 


ſipation ; and even of forgetting, to uſe the words of 


the worthy: Biſhop CLavTon; *that theamuſements of 


« Men of gaicty fuit but ill Men of ron nels.” 


This will Weffen « our ddBlers, obirud our afcfals 
aſs and convert the office of Miniſters of trick and 
falvation into that of panderstothe pleaſures of others! 


The great Mr. AzzrNeTHr therefore thought; That 


_ «+ Miniſters of all Men "had moſt reaſot'to/guard as 

* gainſt this, —an habit of pafling time in a trifling 
** manner; as it was more. particularly their : duty 
* always/-to | preſerve the mind in. an aptitude 


« for the beſt exerciſes and ever avoid every | thing 
* which had a tendency to diſſipate the vigour of it." 


-—— Here let us frequently recolleQ the exhortation 
of the Apoltle ; 'it will animate our diligence © Give 
« attendance to Reading, to Exhoration, tos DoArine; 


«« Negle& not the gift chat is/it1 thee ; meditate upon. 


* theſe things j- give thyſelf ys to them; that thy 
a0 "Fn 1Day Appear unto All?? - ---- +7 Again, 


4thly. 
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_ 4thly> .Not merely ,from our Studies or-Amuſe- 
ments do; Temptations ariſe; even: the- diſcharge of the 


peculiar and ſolemn. Nuties,of our. Othce may prove 
prejudicial ;, detrimental to the life and power of Re- 


ligion, which they are intended to exite and cheriſh 


in the; minds, of others. | That we are ſo frequently 


called to dire& our thoughts to Go, and are ſo ofien 
engaged. 1 In ſervices of piety, may be ſuppoſed to give 
us adyantages for cheriſhinga devotional and heaven- 
ly temper beyond what can be eaſily imagined, - But 
Is JUOSMent: 1s 99k Wholly.» well Found <' 
4: 165% 42 1:62-10. 1 th 
The fa of 2dieion are apt to ; nee with | us 
cuſtomary. ſervices. The. Prayers we, offer 'vp, 
the exhortations we adminiſter being, performed eX 
officio, this hath a tendency odeaden the pious feelings, 
! he Ideas and Sentiments, which by theſe exerciſes are 
brought, to ,our rememberance, .being familiar to. the 
mind.looſe much of their weight: they have not an 
equal ethcacy with things more new to arreſt the at- 
tention, or; to impreſs the.heart .as things that havenot 
been ſo-long tried. Our Prayers and out Sermons, 
if we. wiſh that good ſenſe,, propriety ,and.{elocution 
ſhould be.diſceruible in them, are neceſſarily the pro- 
_ duRtions of the underſtanding; ſo much (fo; as to be 
rather. acheck. upon: our. feelings, than the: ſpontane- 
ous [effukons of .a devoutheart; :It.may alſo be deem- 
ed an infelicity: of our fun&ion, that, we are obliged 


to: enter upon the diſcharge of i it s public offices atres 


turning 


*. 


"4#43 


| turning ſeafons whatever be the ſtate ofc our r ſpirits « or 
the ering; of our minds, | 


W TY is > the tendency i theſe crounſdibets bat 


to divert, our attention and care:from the cultivation | 


of a pious temper, only or chiefly to the'decent, ex- 
ternal performance of our duty; to ſink the exerciſes 
of piety into mere torm ; and to harden the heart? 


' You, as Sir will kin allow. T's this; 1s nel _ 
 Waichfulneſs: * left underthe ſhew of Piety we ſhould 
be deſtitute of it's ſpirit ;; leſt amidſt repeated aQs of 


worſhip our hearts ſhould be eſtranged from the power 


and pleaſures of communion-with God;, the worſhip 


of whom can be neither ediſying to ourſelves nor ac+ 
ceptable to him, unleſs it be conducted in ſpirit and 
truth. You will further judge with me, Sir, that 
the admonition of the Apoſtle, ** Watch thou i in all 
things, ” ought to be regarded as extending, 


5thly. 'To our Views and Aims, that they bh not 
perverted or corrupted. Various inducements pre- 
ſent themſelves to engage us to conſult other in- 
tereſts beſides or more than the intereſts of Truth and 
our divine Maſter: powerful conſiderations offer to 


draw us afide from the paths of integrity, in the dif 
charge of our duty. Wa there 


 *. I may be permitted't to refer for important Hes and* Re: 
fictions on this and' other Points here handled 'to-an excellent 
Charge of Dr. Savacz, at the Ordination of the late very wor 
#y Dr. Wiiron, on Juns 38th. 2766. 


_— 
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There: is Cables very . fattering, eſpecially at 


the beginning of publick life, in & plane, The 


deſires of leaſing and ſwaying Mankind are gratified 
by collefing a croud of admiring Hearers, and by ſc- 


curing the reputation of a fine Orator or' excellent 
Preacher. But the love of Popularity is a Motive which 
{:Idom ats by ufelf, * Our intereſt is united with 


our honour; .by enlarging our audience-the num- 
ber of our BenefaQors and Subſcribers is increaſed: 

and our influence becomes more extenſive. It is pe- 
cubarly difficult to reſiſt the allurements of praiſe and 


the advantages of gain. Ir is difficult to riſk the loſs. 


of our Iricome, our Authority and our Reputation. 


It is mortifying to fink into the unnoticed Preacher, 


or to fall into an Odium- as great as perhaps has been 
our Fame and Applauſe: for it is not uncommon for 


.* 


ITE 
. 


Men to contemn, where before they admired; and to 
conceive Batre, Where belore they A ALES love.” A 


Are TY my reſpefed] Fr lend, ſmall temptations ? 
Do they not call for reſolution? If a 'noble elevation - 


of foul above the ſmiles and frowns of Men be not 
cultivated; if the heart be not ſincerely and ſupreme- 
ly ſolicitous to approve itſelf to Gov, we ſhall be 
ſeduced into diſhoneſt compliances with the hu mours 
of mankirid, into baſe methods of railingan audience 
and gaining a name. Our Prayers and Sermons will 
be. more. adapted. to: the Creed: of others, than" to 
un awn. apprehenſions concerning the truths of Gon: 
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Our aim will-be tather to ſhine, than to affet and 
improveour Hearers; or to foſtertheir ſuppoſ'd Ortho- 
doxyand gratify their Tafte and Prejudices, ratherthan 
to. enlighten their minds and enlarge their views. Err- 
or will be connived at; the ruth will be ſuppreſſ- 
ed. If circumfpeRion de not uſed, the influence of 
theſe temptations will extend to our private ſtudies; 
and reſtrain the freedom of our enquiries ; leſt free 
enquiry ſhould lead to ſuch a change of ſentiments, 
as. muſt, if. we would: be faithful, be followed with 
a train: of: preaching and a plan of devotion con- 
trary to: the People's fixed principles ;- aad which 
they will-not have. Ny” of _ to receive or 
candour to bear with. 


Theſe : arvical. inks of ani: You, Jear Sir, 


will call jn every conſideration that can animate, 


your , fidelity. You will fortify your mind- by the 
contemplatzon of His Example who ©ſought not hons 
our from Men, but came to bear Witnels to the truth,”? 


You will fix your eyes on the crown of glory, the re- 


compence. of perſeyering MR to CHRIST, cuth 
and coniglences ti; hi ot; 5, Oar ofoidor 

:0ro52d 200091 Eo mOde | | 

But while we ttudy to to maintain integrity and a 
good conſcience, what caution is neceſlary that we 
be:-not betrayed | into; :indiſcreet, Zeal! How difh- 
cult to-.avoid falling into a {laviſh ſubmiſſion to the 
taſte. and:will of others, and yet praQliſe condeſcenſ- 


TO Q:-- C | on 


( 20 p 


on totheir weakneſs! What flora is requir= 


£d to inſtruc with patience and gentleneſs thoſe who 


oppole themſelves! What vigilance muſt be exer- 
ciſed, if we- would not be precipitate in laying open 
the truth, or in detecting error, or in reproving vice! 
What prudence is neceſſary to accommodate ourſebves 
to perſons, times and places, and yet Rill a& with 
honour, fi»cerity and fimplicity! Here how delire- 


able is the union of the wiſdom of the ſerpent with 


the harmlcſſneſs of the dove! Such wiſdom our 


great Pattern and Maſter diſplayed in his Miniſtry. 


Frequently did HE ayoid dangers by a prudent con- 
duQ. Frequently did Heeyadeenſnaringqueſtions by 
wary anſwers. He inſtructed his Diſciples, as they 
were able to hear it: and did not unſcaſonably inſiſt 
pjon things which they could not receive. = 


| Yet, my dear Sir, after all our holy care to ſupport 
2 « overly and dignity of charader; to be mprighs and 


prudent; we are po” 


Laſtly, To the influence of other Clheomflancty 


which will painfully affet our minds and almoſ} 


tempt us to defiſt from our labours. Here it Becomes 
us to be vigilant. | 


K: Some will fc our defigns: others will 
cenſure where they ought to applaud. Some will 
Carty it towards us with coldneſs. and diſreſpeR.. 


Some 


OP WE Oo WEE TY WW. OI _-& a, 


oy 


$Some' in; whom we rejoiced as the fecds of our 
maniftry. will fall into the ſnare of the Devil, and 
turn away from © the holy” commandments of Gov. 
Is the 'courfe . of a few years, perhaps, we ſhall ſee 
thoſe who.:were our / warm--Friends deſert us from 
ficklenels, of caprice; from unreafonable difeuſts or 
miſunderſtandings we-cannot account for, or prevent. 
As Time advances we {te thoſe who were-the orna- 
ments:and ſupports of our ſgcietics removedb yy: "death: 
while our has 2 F TOEINEIEN PP, our pioit 


#4 o \ Fu 9 iS 4 "> 
4 # © = 


In the —_ age a genctal: before indiffer= 


ence to Religion has ſpread it's contagion through. 


our- Churches.” | Qur-People are unſteady! and luke- 
warm in, their>regards to the eauſe of chriſtian liberty 
and to 2 pureworſlviep! Fheir attendance upon: the 
fervices-0b piery' is-very.16miſs, and” frequently pre- 
vented by the lighteſt rezfons;. They 'often- appear 
t-wait for: an loccaſion, which may 'alford ſome plea 
to: 6x caſe; their leaving us. / :If they comtirae: with us, 
alas how lidle is the vilible:good of ws WE: are 
on app mgnerene wot TAR 

JAN not ocbitareatn ankither call Hor wakes 
fulneſs? Is it not neceſſary that we ſhould be atten- 
tive; t9::the imprefiions they cleaye upon'the heart, and 
circuta{peftly! guard againſt their influence? .: Slights 
are apt3to grieve; injuries to provoke the mind. 
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The contagion. of general manners and a: prevailing 
temper 1s not inconſiderable. We are ſo formed as 
eaſily to contraQ, by ſympathy, the diſpoſitions of 
thoſe with whom ,we converſe. And, as obſerves a 
good Writer; *a Miniſter may too readily indulge 
+ himſelf.jin a remiſſion of--his-labours on account 
« of. the inattention and indolence of his People and 
« « their. - ndiſpoſition to makea proper improvement of 
o them.” 'Þ. We.may be apt ſometimes to'give-up all 
as loſt, and in deſpondency. excule ourſelyes from all 
vigour and aQivity in a cauſe which we ſee others 
undermine by their coldneſs and PAIRS or in 
abqurs: which: we- find are 9-6 

"wh lot not "a "Pars ane of theſe Aipirit 

ing. and contaminating; circu mitances .damp, my: Te- 
ipeRted Brother, your zeal and fervour,”or cheriſh de- 
jection, or excite anger, -;Rather-you will endeavour 
| to overcome the reſentments of men with-meekneſs— 
to attach them to you by kindneſs:and friend{hip-on 
your part—to rouſe them .from their Jaodicean ſtate 
by active exerions of: zeal—and to\improve the' un- 
ſucceſsfulnefs of your miniſtrations.into a. reaſon for 
2 more vigorous attempt to irengthen the —_ 
6s A” remain that oe: Gal die.” POO SOFT 044 
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The Apoſilesy met ih SGenhics wa FTRENOEE] 
ed ia; : gr were): — _ to | hard trials and 


37 IHT{OTL © 52 0 ;:endurcd 
- + BoukLEy's Cifien Min iſer, ». 106. 
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endured them, Cunrsr himſelf labotired much in 


vain; but He finiſhed the work afſigned him with 
conſtancy and zeal. Hr, in a great degree, © ſpent 
« his ſtrength for nought and'in vain; but He was 
«* glorious in the eyes of the Lord.” . * Look, 


Sir, to-theſe examples of unremitting, perfevering zeal | 


in the cauſe of truth andthe ſerviceof immortal ſouls. 
When you begin to faint, call in the aids of chriſti- 


an faith and hope: call, up the generous principles 


of love to, CurisT; and þjs Goſpel. Summon up, 
and exert an, heroic re{alution, that inithe frength of 
CarrsT' you will be fathſulunto death: ** that your 


i* Maſter may bepleaſed, whoever 1s diſpleaſed; and 


« that your crown of glory may | be, lecure, whatever 
* «elſe 3 1s: Jo! *. | | 


"Thus I ns fubmiced to. pu ſome Hints © corcern- 
ing the temptations and ſnarcs to which .the miniſte- 
rial office is. expoſed. You will judge of their pro- 
priety and importance. Small things, you are lenſ- 
ble,. haye, a"great influence in forming the character : 
and eſpecially, deſerve very ferious attention, where 
eminent virtue and (goodneſs is expected. But I am 
_ very apprehenfive you, dear Sir, willthink thatthe force 
of theſe enſnating circumſtances is not ſmall. **'The 
+ danger of falling ſhort of that exalted-virtue which 
**. our advantages Tender indiſpenſible, and the dan- 


Hh "ger of periſhing for « ever, which "will | eerily 
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« ſpring from our falling fort of: it, wth appeared 
*« ſo great to many pious perſons of our profeſſion, 
« that they have not ſcrupled to expreſs their fears, 
«+ that a ſmaller proportion of our order, than of mg 
*ranks of Men, {hall obtain falvation.”* 


Far be it from us to diſguiſe from ourſelves our ter 1p- 


tations and dangers. Awate of thecircumſtances which 


may ſeduce and enfnare us, let us be vigilant and 
cirminſoeR humble and fervent in prayer. Whom 
doth it become? Whom: doth- it concern*to watch 
in all things? If not.us: 'on whom the' eyes of the 
world are fixed——To whom is entruſled the cauſe 
of righteouſneſs and trath——Who are, in a great 


degree, charged with the Calvmion of Mankind, and 


accountable for the eternal death of thoſe' who periſh 
through our negle& or unfaithfulneſs. Ir is a con- 


ſideration more nearly ihterefting, which" ommes. more 


cloſely home to our bofoms ; that our own . ſalvation 
is at ſtake. As to.this great and! commanding object 
it may be faid, we are 'obnox1ous to a Joel r1{k. 
Not only- our condu& as Men, and as Chriſtians, in 


the common daties' of life will enter into the account 


on the great day; but our deportment-:and _—_— 
our ſpirit and aims as Mzzifiers of the. Goſpel ; 
placed, by the. providence of Gop, in a tphere of fe. 
vice to. .the cue of the Redeemer and he, fouls of 
Sail EE RTSE ne once at 
 * See Dr, Ganand's judiciqus,Sexmon, enftled The influence 
of the Pa/loral office on the Charafer examined; with a view , eſpe- 


cially, to Mr, Hume's Reprojontotes of the ſpirit YA et Wee. 1760 
P. 69. 
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INeN. What an inducement 1s this to watchfut- 
neſs. ang prayer}. bv 


Happy, thrice happy the Paſtor who that befound 
faithful! © When the chick Shepherd and Biſhop of 

* ſouls ſhall appear, He ſhall TCCelye 2 CXOWn of glo- 
=p I7 that get not away?” OR 


— this, my' flear Friend and Brother, 'be- your 
honour and glory and bliſs! Succeſsful may your 
labours be now, to form this focicty to knowledge, 
virtue and vital rehgiom! May this people appear 
on the great. day Trophies of your ſucceſs: witelles 
for your piety, integrity, patience, benevolence and 


zeal! May they then hear our great Maſter and Re- 


deemer addreſs you with thele words of applaule ; 
.*Well done good and faithful Servant!” May they ſee 
 lhimfix on your brow the unfading Diadem of glory ! 


May they follow you into his everlaſting kingdom !_ 
How Facenuing; how tranſporting will be your | 


nunal 1 riumphs ! 


Oh! may we, your Fathers and Brethren, then con-_ 
gratulate your Trumphs——and, with the People 


whom we reſpeQtvely ſerve, be permitted, according 
to the infinite riches of divine grace, to join you and 
yours in this joyful, exulting entrance into the regi- 
ons of eternal glory, light and bliſs! AwExN. 
Le all this Audience 1 unite here their benevolent, fer- 
vent AMEN, | 
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